Opposition to Senate Bill 23:

Inflation Comparison between the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Child Support Tables Using Median Income
· The inflation comparison runs from 1994 to 2005

· Utah child support tables were last updated in 1994

· CPI from the “2007 Economic Report to the Governor”, median incomes from US Census Bureau
· Inflation and incomes for 2006 were estimated or not available so 2005 was used

· As wages increase (driven by inflation), the calculated child support amount increases using the current tables
· Utah law allows child support orders to be modified based on increasing wages

· Either parent can contact the ORS at no cost to initiate and provide the factual basis for the increase, or a lawyer may be retained for the same purpose
Based on the median household figures, using a two child household, the following analysis shows an increase in child support due to inflation driven wage increases.  The increase in child support using current Utah child support tables matches the CPI increase from 1994 – 2005.  The CPI shows a 31.8% increase vs. a 31.1% increase in child support.  These results clearly show that the wage driven child support increases using current Utah tables have kept pace with inflation from 1994 – 2005.  As stated by Sen. Hillyard in the Senate floor debate on this bill, inflation is not a valid reason to increase these rates.  
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Consumer Price Index vs. Median Income Child Support (2 children)

(compares cost inflation with child support increases based on wage inflation)
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